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Week Ending Friday, December 26, 


Remarks on the Decision by Colonel 
Muammar Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi of 
Libya To Disclose and Dismantle 
Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Programs 

December 19, 2003 


Good evening. I have called you here 
today to announce a development of great 
importance in our continuing effort to pre- 
vent the spread of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. Today in Tripoli, the leader of Libya 
Colonel Muammar al-Qadhafi, publicly con 
firmed his commitment to disclose and dis 
mantle all weapons of mass destruction pro- 
y. He has agreed imme- 
diately and unconditionally to allow inspec- 


tors from international 


grams in his country 


organizations to enter 
Libya. These inspectors will render an ac- 
counting of all nuclear, chemical, and _ bio- 
logical weapons programs and will help over- 
see their elimination. Colonel Qadhafi’s com- 
mitment, once it is fulfilled, will make our 
country more safe and the world more peace- 
ful. 

Talks leading to this announcement began 
about 9 months ago when Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and I were contacted, through 
personal envoys, by Colonel Qadhafi. He 
communicated to us his willingness to make 
a decisive change in the policy of his Govern- 
ment. At the direction of Colonel Qadhafi 
himself, Libyan officials have provided 
American and British intelligence officers 
with documentation on that country’s chem- 
ical, biological, nuclear, and ballistic missile 
programs and activities. Our experts in these 
fields have met directly with Libyan officials 
to learn additional details. 

Opposing proliferation is one of the high- 
est priorities of the war against terror. The 
attacks of September the 11th, 2001, brought 
tragedy to the United States and revealed a 
future threat of even greater magnitude. Ter- 
rorists who kill thousands of innocent people 
would, if they ever gained weapons of mass 


2003 


destruction, kill hundreds of thousands with- 
out hesitation and without mercy. And this 
danger is dramatically increased when re- 
gimes build or acquire weapons of mass de- 
struction and 
groups 


maintain ties to terrorist 

The United States and our allies are apply- 
ing a broad and active strategy to address 
the challenges of proliferation, through di- 
plomacy and through the decisive actions 
that are sometimes needed. We've enhanced 
our intelligence capabilities in order to trace 
dangerous weapons activities. We've orga- 
nized a proliferation security initiative to 
interdict materials and tech- 
nologies in transit. We've insisted on multi- 
lateral approaches, like that in North Korea, 
to confront threats. We are supporting the 
work of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency to hold the Iranian regime to its trea- 
ty obligations. We obtained an additional 
United Nations Security Council resolution 
requiring Saddam Hussein to prove that he 
had disarmed, and when that resolution was 
defied, we led a coalition to enforce it. 

All of these actions by the United States 
and our allies have sent an unmistakable mes- 
sage to regimes that seek or possess weapons 


dangerous 


of mass destruction: Those weapons do not 
bring influence or prestige. They bring isola- 
tion and otherwise unwelcome _ con- 
sequences. 

And another message should be equally 
clear: Leaders who abandon the pursuit of 
chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons 
and the means to deliver them will find an 
open path to better relations with the United 
States and other free nations. 

With today’s announcement by its leader, 
Libya has begun the process of rejoining the 
community of nations. And Colonel Qadhafi 
knows the way forward. Libya should carry 
out the commitments announced today. 
Libya should also fully engage in the war 
against terror. Its Government, in response 
to the United Nations Security Council's 
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Lockerbie demands, has already renounced 
all acts of terrorism and pledged cooperation 
in the international fight against terrorism 
We expect Libya to meet these commitments 
as well 

As the Libyan Government takes these es- 
sential steps and demonstrates its serious- 
ness, its good faith will be returned. Libya 
can regain a secure and respected place 
among the nations and, over time, achieve 
far better relations with the United States 
The Libyan people are heirs to an ancient 
and respec ted culture. and their country lies 
at the center of a vital region. As Libya be- 
comes a more peaceful nation, it can be a 
source of stability in Africa and the Middle 
East. Should Libya pursue internal reform, 


America would be ready to help its people 


to build a more free and prosperous country 

Great Britain shares this commitment, and 
Prime Minister Blair and I welcome today’s 
declaration by Colonel Qadhafi. Because 
Libya has a troubled history with America 
and Britain, we will be vigilant in ensuring 
its Government lives up to all its responsibil- 
Yet 
tions, old hostilities do not need to go on 
And | hope that other leaders will 
find an example in Libya’s announcement 
today 


ities as we have found with other na- 


forever 


Our understanding with Libya came about 
through quiet diplomacy. It is a result, how- 
ever, of policies and principles declared to 
all. Over the 


of nations has come together to oppose terror 


last 2 years, a great coalition 
and to oppose the spread of weapons ot mass 
destruction. We've been clear in our pur- 
poses. We have shown resolve. In word and 
in action, we have clarified the choices left 
to potential adversaries And when leaders 
make the wise and responsible choice, when 
they renounce terror and weapons ot mass 
destruction, as Colonel Qadhafi has now 
done, they serve the interest of their own 
people, and they add to the security of all 
nations 
Thank you 


Note: The President spoke at 5:32 p.m. in the 
James S. Brady Briefing Room at the White 
House. In his remarks, he referred to Prime Min- 
ister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; and 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. This 


Dec 


19 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 


item was not received in time for publication in 
the appropriate issue 


Statement on Signing the Defense 
Production Reauthorization Act of 
2003 

December 19, 2003 


Today, I have signed into law S. 1680, the 
‘Defense Production Reauthorization Act of 
2003”. The Act extends production-related 
authorities available to the President to pro- 
vide support for the Armed Forces and meet 
important civil needs. 

Section 123(c) of the Defense Production 
Act Amendments of 1992, as enacted by sec- 
tion 7(c) of the Act, purports to require the 
executive branch to undertake consultations 
with foreign nations on specific matters and 
to report thereon to the Congress. The exec- 
utive branch shall construe section 123(c) in 
a manner consistent with the constitutional 
authorities of the President to conduct the 
Nation’s foreign relations and to withhold in- 
formation the disclosure of which could im- 
pair foreign relations, the national security 
the deliberative processes of the Executive 
or the periormance of the Executive’s con- 
stitutional duties 


George W. Bush 
The White House, 
December 19, 2003 


NoTE: S. 1680 approved December 19. was as 
signed Public Law No. 108—195 
not received in time for publication in the appro 


This item was 


priate issue 


Statement on Signing the Federal 
Law Enforcement Pay and Benefits 
Parity Act of 2003 

December 19, 2003 


Today, I have signed into law S. 1683, the 
“Federal Law Enforcement Pay and Benefits 
Parity Act of 2003.” The Act provides for a 
report on the pay and benefits of Federal 
law enforcement officers and for a program 
of law enforcement se exchanges be- 
tween the Federal Goverment and States 
or localities. 


r 
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To the extent that section 2(b)(2) of the 
Act calls for submission by the executive 
branch of legislative recommendations, the 
executive branch shall implement the provi- 
sion in a manner consistent with the Presi- 
dent’s constitutional authority to supervise 
the unitary executive branch and to submit 
for the consideration of the Congress such 
measures as the President judges necessary 
and expedient 


George W. Bush 
The White House, 
December 19, 2003. 
NoTE: S. 1683 approved December 19, was as 


signed Public Law No. 108—196 


not received in time for publication in the appro 


This item was 


priate issue 


The President’s Radio Address 
December 20, 2003 


Good morning. Every year during the holi- 
days, families across America gather to cele- 
brate our blessings, and we unite to share 
Particularly in 
this time of giving, our thoughts turn to fel- 
low citizens who face hardship or illness o1 


those blessings with others 


loneliness. Their burden often seems even 


greater at Christmastime, yet the hope of this 


season was meant for them as well 

The American people see these needs and 
they are responding, as always, with great 
generosity Just this week, a Government ré 
port found that more than 63 million Ameri 
cans volunteered ove! the past year about 
t million more than in the vear before. On 
average, volunteers gave 52 hours—more 
than a full week of work—of their vear in 
This 


teering is evidence of the new culture of serv- 


service to others increase in volun 
ice we are building in America, especially 
among young people 

Nearly 2 I created the USA 
Freedom Corps to continue the momentum 
generated by the countless acts of kindness 
we saw after the attacks of September the 
Lith, 2001. I asked every person in America 


to commit 4,000 hours over 


years ago, 


a lifetime—or 
about 100 hours a year—to serving neighbors 
in need. The response was immediate and 
enthusiastic and has remained strong. Over 
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75,000 service organizations now work with 
USA Freedom Corps, and a growing percent- 
age of Americans have answered the call to 
service. 

Americans are volunteering in every re- 
gion of the country and in nearly every part 
of the world. Many communities have 
formed Citizen Corps Councils to train 
neighborhoods in emergency 
About 50,000 people are ‘enrolled — in 
AmeriCorps, which carries out vital work in 
education, the environment, and homeland 
security. And the Peace Corps expanded to 
over 7,500 volunteers in 2003, the highest 
level of participation in almost 3 decades. 

Every time I travel in America, I have the 
honor to meet some of our country s most 
dedicated volunteers. They include people 
like Phuong Nguyen, a high school student 
in Denver who gives hours of her free time 
to lead service projects for the American Red 
Cross, and Ana Cov yper of Miami, who helps 
senior citizens with daily needs like grocery 
shopping, and Bill Sellers, an 83-year-old 
man from Houston who has dedicated almost 
half his life to feeding the hungry. Some of 
the men and women I have met are members 


response. 


of the Armed Forces who volunteer time in 
their communities on top of their service to 
the Nation. And next week, I look forward 
to helping a generous group from Virginia 
distribute Angel Tree gifts to children whose 
parents are In prison. 

America’s 63 million volunteers are setting 
a fine example for our Nation. They are 
meeting essential needs in their commu- 
nities, and they know the fulfillment that only 
comes from serving a cause greater than self 
And many volunteers got started in the same 
way, because someone asked them. 

This holiday season, I ask every American 
to look for a challenge in your own commu- 
nity and step forward to lend a hand. You 
can learn about thousands of service oppor- 
tunities by visiting the USA Freedom Corps 
web site, usafreedomcorps.gov. Many Ameri- 
cans volunteer with their families, allowing 
them to spend time together while improving 
the lives of others. And if you find a need 
that no one else is meeting, you might want 
to start a group of your own. 

The high level of voluntarism in our coun- 
try is encouraging, though not surprising. 
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and generous 
land. With their good works, volunteers are 
living out the spirit of this season, and year- 
round they are 


America is a compassionate 


» showing the heart and soul 
of our people, which is the greatest strength 
of our Nation 


Thank you for listening. 


Nore: The address was recorded at 11:26 a.m 
on December 19 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on De- 
cember 20. The transcript was made available by 
the Office of the 
19 but was embargoed for release until the broad 
The Office of the 
leased a Spanish language 


House 
Press Secretary on December 


cast Press Secretary also re- 


transcript of this ad 


dress 


Remarks in a Visit With Angel Tree 
Children in Alexandria, Virginia 
December 22. 2003 

The President. Hey everybody 

Rev. Lee A. Earl. Mr 


The President. 
Reverend Lee 


President 
much, 
Thank you so much for hav- 
thank you very 


Thank you very 


ing us here. Lee, much 
Merry Christmas to everybody 

Audience members. Merry Christmas 

The President. We are so honored to be 
here to celebrate the Angel Tree Christmas. 
This is a program in which people who love 
you a lot want you to have a merry Christmas 
And I want to thank you. I want to thank 
Chuck Colson and Mark Earley of the Prison 
Fellowship program, which has been hosting 
and organizing the Angel Tree program since 
1982. Six million boys and girls have received 
1 gift on Christmas, and I want to thank you 
very much for doing that 

Our attitude is—I know that the reverend 
at Shiloh shares this attitude- 
change 


here that we 


heart and one soul at 


that evervbody 


America one 
everybody 
counts; that every child has got a hope ‘ful and 
bright future: and each of us has a re sponsi- 
bility of loving that child with all our heart 
and all our soul. And it’s important that all 
of us during this time of—joyous time, this 
holid: ty, re cognize that probably the greatest 
gift you can possibly give is to love a neighbor 
just like you'd like to be loved yourself. 


a time: matters 


Dec 
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And that’s what we’re doing today. We're 
honoring that call to te and the call to serv- 
ice. And Laura and I are thrilled that 
you re We look forward to joining the 
good reverend here 


here 
as we pass out some of 
the gifts to the boys and girls 
Reverend Earl. Absolutely. And 
you for the gifts that you've provided 
The President. Well, thank 
much. We’re honored to be here 
We 


and we've 


thank 


you very 
want to wish you a merry Christmas 


got some gifts to give out. Don’t 
we, Laura? 

The First Lady. Yes, we have a lot of gifts 
to give out 

The President. 
start? 

The First Lady. 
start. [Laughter] 

The President. 


good. 


Where do we want to 


don’t know where to 


Right over here? Okay 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:20 p-m. at the 
Shiloh Baptist Church. In his remarks, he referred 
to Rev. Lee A. Earl, senior pastor, Shiloh Baptist 
Church; and Charles W. Colson, founder, and 
Mark Earley, president, Prison Fellowship Min 


istries 


Remarks on Lighting the Hanukkah 
Menorah and an Exchange With 
Reporters 


December 22 


2003 


The President. Thank you all 
Hanukkah celebrates and a 
great victory the triumph of faith over tyr- 
anny 

More than 2,000 years ago, the land of an 
cient Israel had been conquered, 


Welcome 


a great miracle 


and the 
practice of Judaism was outlawed. Yet a pa- 
triot named Judah Maccabee fol- 
lowers courageously captured Jerusalem. As 


and _ his 


the Maccabees prepared to rededicate the 
holy temple, 
for only one day 


they found enough oil to last 
But the oil lasted for 8 days, 
a miracle that we remember by lighting the 
menorah. 

The Jewish tradition calls on us to honor 
every commandment with works of beauty. 
This beautiful menorah, more than two cen- 


turies old, is from the Spertus Museum in 
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Chicago, and Laura and I are honored to 
have it here at the White House 

I want to thank the Kol Sasson from the 
great University of Maryland for joining us 
today, and thank you for lending vour beau 
tiful voice for this occasion 

Tonight as we prepare to light the candles 
we hope and pray that all who live under 
tyranny will see their day of freedom and that 


the light of faith will always shine through 


the darkness We also pray tor the brave men 
and women of our Armed Forces, many of 
whom are spending the holiday season far 


We are 
grateful for their service to America. We're 


from home and their loved ones 


grateful for the support and sacrifice of their 
families. 

And Jacob Murphy 
Hallem will help us light the candles. Their 
United States 


distinction 


now and Sidney 
fathers 


Armed 


he mor 


are serving in our 


Forces with and with 


At this point the menorah was lit 


Holiday Travel 

Q. Mr. President, do you have any words 
for Americans who are worried about trav 
eling this holiday season? 

The President. My words are these: Ow 
Government is doing everything we can 
protect our country. We've got a lot of really 
decent, hard-working Americans who will be 
working over the holiday season to do every 
Americans trom 
And I want to thank them for thei: 

thank hard 


American go about 


thing we can to protect 
harm 
work 


the 1! 


ettorts. them for thei 


citizens need to 
lives, but as they do so. they need to know 
that governments at all levels are working as 
hard as we possibly can to protect the Amet 
ican citizens 


Thank vou all 


Note: The President spoke it 4:32 p-m. in the 
Bookseller's Area in the East Wing at the Whit 
House. In his remarks, he referred to a cappt lla 
singing group Kol Sasson 


De Cc 26 
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Christmas Message to the Members 
of the Armed Forces 


December 24, 2003 


Laura and I send greetings to the men and 
women of our military. Many of you are far 
from home during the holidays. We know 
you miss the people you love, especially this 
time of year. Your family and friends and fel- 
low citizens miss you too—and our whole 
country is proud of you 

All who serve in our military are protecting 
the American people in a time of challenge 
and danger. You are confronting terrorists 
abroad so that we don’t have to face them 
in our own country, and so that people 
the live in peace. By 
spreading freedom and democracy, you aré 


around world can 
making our future more secure 

As vour Commander in Chief, I am proud 
of every one of you. Some of your comrades 


] 


have been wounded, and we pray for their 


recovery. Some have given their lives. This 
Nation will never forget their service and sac- 
rifice, and in this holiday season we pray that 
God will comfort the families they left be- 
hind 

The liberty we prize is not America’s gift 
to the world: it is God’s gift to humanity 
Americans are blessed to have men and 
women like you protecting us, and defending 
the cause of freedom across the world. May 
God bless you, and may He watch over our 


country 


George W. Bush 


NOTE: This message was made available by the 
Office of the 
ind follows the text as printed in the December 
24 edition of USA Today 


available for verification of the 


Press Secretary on December 25 


An original was not 
content of this 


message 


Statement on the Earthquake in Iran 
December 26, 2003 


Laura and I heard this morning of the 
earthquake centered in the city of Bam, [ran 
We are greatly saddened by the loss of life, 
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injuries, and widespread damage to this an- 
cient I extend my condolences to all 
those touched by this tragedy. The thoughts 
of all Americans are with the victims and 
their families at this time, and we stand ready 


to help the people of [ran 


city 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Che following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue 


December 20 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. 

Also in the morning, the President had a 
telephone with President 
Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal to discuss the 
capture of former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq 


conversation 


He then had a telephone conversa- 
tion with Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
of Japan to discuss the situations in Iraq, 
North Korea, and Libya, and the upcoming 
trip to Japan of James A. Baker III, the Presi 
dent’s personal envoy on the issue of [raqi 
debt 

Later in the morning, the President had 
a telephone conversation with President Hu 
Jintao of China to discuss the situations in 
Taiwan, Lraq and North Korea, and Presi- 
dential Baker's 
China 


Envoy upcoming trip to 


December 22 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he met with L. Paul 
Bremer III, Presidential Envoy to Iraq, and 
Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld 
to discuss the situation in [raq He also met 
with the Homeland Security Council 

Also in the morning, the President had a 
telephone conversation with President Roh 
Moo-hyun of South Korea to discuss the situ- 
ations in Iraq and North Korea and Presi- 
dential Envoy 


Baker's upcoming trip to 
South Korea 
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In the afternoon, the President met with 
rabbis and Jewish community leaders in the 
Roosevelt Room. Later, he and Mrs. Bush 
traveled to Alexandria, VA, then re- 
turned to Washington, DC 

In the evening, the President and Mrs 
Bush went to Camp David, MD. 


and 


December 23 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Eloise Anderson as a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Student Loan Mar- 
keting Association 


December 24 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing 

During the the President had tele 
phone conversations with members of the 
U.S. Armed Forces 


day 


December 25 

In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing 

During the day, the President celebrated 
Christmas with family members 


December 26 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush 
traveled to the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX 

The President ap- 
pointment of Albert Casey as a Governor of 
the U.S. Postal Service 

The President announced the recess ap- 
pointment ol Bradley D. Belt as a member 
of the Social Security Advisory Board 


mnounced the recess 


The President announced the recess ap 


pointment of Raymond Simon as Assistant 
secretary of Education for Elementary and 
Secondarv Education 

The President announced the recess ap- 
pointments of Gay Hart Gaines and Claudia 
Puig as members of the Board of Directors 
of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting 

The President announced the recess ap- 
pointment of Fayza Veronique Boulad Rod- 
man as a member of the Broadcasting Board 
of Governors 
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The President announced the recess ap- 
pointments of Cynthia Boich, Dorothy A 
Johnson, and Henry Lozano as members of 
the Board of Directors of the Corporation 
for National and Community Servic 

The President announced the recess ap 
pointment of Ronald E. Meisburg as a mem 
ber of the National Labor Relations Board 

The President announced the recess ap 
pointment of Clark Kent Ervin as Inspector 
General at the Department of Homeland S« 
curity 

The President announced the recess ip 
pointment ol Robert Lerner as 
sioner of Education Statistics at the Depart 


Commis 


ment of Education 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


NOTE: No 


Senate during the period cove red by this 


nominations were submitted 
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184] 


covered by entries in the 


Othe I \ hite House 


items nor Digest of 


Announcements 


Released December 22 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Scott McClellan 


Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that Special Presidential Envoy James A 
Baker III will travel to Japan, South Korea 
and China on December 27-30 


shee t 


Fact 
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Health 
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Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec 
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